74                           LIFE AND LETTERS                         [1799

(T

turned to Vienna, It is really a royal style, and a thing
to do once. . . . What you will enjoy here is the love
of country life, at least in summer.'

Such were the social conditions under which Lord
Minto entered upon his mission to Vienna. To appre-
ciate the political situation, far less smiling, we must
review the events of the previous year. Naples, as we
have seen, began the war with results which did not
increase her military renown. The army refused to
fight, the King fled to Sicily, and his kingdom became
a Parthenopean Republic under the sponsorship of
France. But as the presence of Nelson had caused the
momentary intoxication that proved fatal to Naples,
so his great victory of the Nile (August 1798), by cut-
ting off Bonaparte and his army from the soil of
Europe, stimulated the great Powers to a second Coa-
lition for the renewal of the war. Before Christmas
1798, a treaty of alliance was signed between Great
Britain and Eussia for the purpose of putting a stop
to the encroachments of France; and Austria, with
the finest army and best equipped artillery in Europe,
was prepared to take the field.

By the middle of August 1799, France, whose
generals had given the law to half the capitals of
Europe, and seized her ports and harbours from Ham-
burgh to Naples, was driven from all Italy save the
state of Grenoa, was held at bay behind the Ehine, and
retained of all her conquests Switzerland alone. The
genius of Bonaparte being withdrawn, there was no
reason to doubt that the god of battles would still be